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 “THE IMAGE OF AN AFRICAN POLITICIAN AND A PUBLIC SERVANT IN THE 

21ST CENTURY” 

04-06, July,2018

1. CONTEXT

Africa is associated with scandals of bad governance, characterised by poor policy 

formulation, implementation and failed political projects.  Africa itself is a home to famous 

statesmen in the likes of Nelson Mandela and Thabo Mbeki, Kwame Nkrumah, Julius 

Nyerere, Patrice Lumumba and the ancient civilisation of the Mapungubwe kingdoms. 

The theory that Africa have resources but badly managed has at a particular point in 

time dominated Africa’s public administration problem, however, other emerging 

claims in African literature disputed the claim saying that the spatial geographical 

problems of Africa has never and will never qualify it as a highly resourced continent to 

sustain any good government. Whether true or not, Africa’s public administration and 

development problems surpasses those of other continents in current academic 

and political discourses.  That being the case, Africa’s role in the global politics 

can also not be undermined as many African leaders had their voices being heard 

on the international stage. The road to claiming her original political space in the globe is 

closer to impossibility as both politicians and public servants are equally 

responsible for failed public administration and development agendas. African 

politicians and public servants are said to have completely lost the public administration 

morale which has ultimately completely tainted the image of an African politician and a 

public servant in a public office.  Based on challenges of the dwindling image of an 

African Politician and a Public official which need rebranding, the International 

Conference on Public Administration and Development Alternatives(IPADA), hosted 

by the University of Limpopo and the University of Stellenbosch (Faculty of 

Military Science) in July 2018 makes a call from academics, politicians, public 

administration practitioners and development experts and practitioners to submit and 

present their  papers which addresses ideas in one of  the following themes: 
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2. THEMES

The International Conference on Public Administration and Development Alternatives 

(IPADA) in 2018 will be based on the theme “The Image of an African Politician and A 

Public Servant in The 21st Century”.  Papers that seeks to address the following sub-

themes are invited for either oral presentation or both oral presentation and publication 

in the Peer Reviewed Conference Proceedings (ISBN: 978-0-9921971-4-8) Print 

(ISBN:978-0-9921971-5-5) E-book of the 3rd Annual IPADA Conference in 2018:

 Politics and Politicians in Africa

 Public Servants and the Public Service

 Public Administration Practice and the Discipline

 Public Service Ethics

 Good Governance, Government and Governing

 Institutions of Democracy

 Defense, Safety and Security

 Supply Chain Management and Public Procurement

 Development and Development Projects

 Financial Resources and Aid

 Information and Communication

 Education and Development

 Risk Management and Assurance

 Service Delivery and Accountability

 Economic and Financial Sustainability

 Development Policy and Projects

 State Capture and Africa’s Independence

3. SUBMISSION OF ABSRACTS

Delegates are invited to submit abstracts of less than 350 words on any one or 

combination(s) of the specific themes stated above. However, each Delegate can 

only submit a maximum of two abstracts. Abstracts should be sent to the Conference 

Chair at mokoko.sebola@ul.ac.za .  

mailto:mokoko.sebola@ul.ac.za
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4. PAPER SUBMISSION & PUBLICATION OF THE CONFERENCE PROCEEDINGS

Authors that need their papers to be published in the conference proceedings would 

have to submit their full papers before 31st March, 2018. Papers to be considered for 

publication will undergo a rigorous triple blind peer review process. Only papers 

that receive favourable review from the Specialist referees selected by the Organising 

Committee will be considered for publication. Selected papers will be published in the 

International Conference on Public Administration and Development Alternatives 

(ISBN: 978-0-9921971-4-8) Print and (ISBN: 978-0-9921971-5-5) E-book.

5. MANUSCRIPT GUIDELINES

Abstract:  Delegates are expected to submit abstracts of not more than 350 words in line 

with above stated themes.  Submission of abstracts should constitute two pages; 1) Title 

page that includes Title of submission, Name of Author, Affiliation and Contact Information 

as well as the Theme of their choice, 2) the second page must only have the Title of the 

Paper proposed and the Abstract. The submission date of this part is 31st January 2018. 

Full papers should be submitted on or before 31st March 2018 for peer review 

consideration. Papers should be written in Arial 12pt, 1.5 line-spacing and justified 

margins with the following guidelines: 

 The paper should include title page (title, author (s) names, and affiliations),

abstract including five keywords (350 words), the main body, conclusion and

reference.

 The length of the paper should be confined to a rage of 4500-6000 words.

 The title of the paper should be descriptive and concise. Authors are

encouraged to avoid wordy titles.

 Papers should be divided into subheadings and be paginated.

 Authors are limited to submit at maximum two (2) papers for publication in the

conference proceedings. No more than two papers will be published in the

conference proceedings. However, authors my present more than two papers.
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 The editorial team will subject all abstracts and papers to a triple blind review, 

and the editorial team reserves the right to accept or reject the submitted 

paper for publication 

6. REFERENCE STYLE

1. The reference style required for submission is strictly Harvard.  Authors are

required to follow this style specification consistently. The editorial team will

reserve the right to reject any paper that does not compile with the Harvard

referencing.

2. For direct quotations, authors should use double quotation marks (and a single

quotation for within the quotes) and page numbers should be provided for direct

quoted material as illustrated bellow:

“Public administration is concerned with application of resources to deliver political ends” 

(Sebola, 2012:45). 

3. Where multiple-sources citations are used within text, they should be arranged

chronologically of years they are published (Sebola, 2010; Tsheola, 2011; Ndou &

Sebola, 2013; Mamabolo & Ndou, 2015). Authors should observe closely the

use of alphabetic order for sources published in the same year (Mamabolo, 2010;

Sebola, 2010; Tsheola & Sebola, 2010).

4. Multiple-Authors (more than two):  authors are advised to mention all the authors

at first use within text and state first author’s surname et al. in subsequent uses

(all authors must be mentioned in the list of reference). Authors are advised to use

ampersand (&) instead of the word “and” for multiple authors sources (Nemkula &

Newton, 2014).

5. Where there is more than one reference from the same author(s) in the same year,

they should be identified using letters “a”, “b” and so on, after the year of publication

(Mgiba, 2012a) or (Mgiba, 2012b).

6. Reference should be arranged in alphabetic order at the end of the paper, under

the heading List of References; and the heading and citation details or references

should not be numbered.
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7. Reference layout:

a) Book: Sedibe (2010) - Author as part of text; (Sedibe, 2010) – Author as not

part of the text; Sedibe (2002:150) – Direct quotation; Sedibe (2010, cited in

Ndou, 2013: 119) – indirect quote within quote. Sedibe, S.J., 2010. Governance

in the 21st Century:  A guide for developing Countries. London: SAGE.

b) Edited Books:  Sebola M.P. & Tsheola J.P., (eds.) 2014.  E-governance in

complex organisations.  Cape Town: Juta & Co.

c) Chapter in Edited Book:  Ndou, S.D., 2014. The Complexity of networked

organisations. In Sebola M.P & Tsheola J.P (eds.) E-governance in Complex

organisations. Cape Town: Juta & Co.

d) Journal Article:  Mamabolo, M.A., 2016.  Government and Society at the Edge

of Chaos: Journal of Complex Socials, 32(1): 344-362.

e) Institutional Authors: Republic of South Africa –RSA (1996) – first use RSA

(1996) – subsequent use: Republic of South Africa (RSA), 1996. The

Constitution of the Republic of South Africa.  Pretoria:  Government Printers.

f) Internet Sources: The Republic of South Africa (RSA), 2013.  Growth and

employment indicators. http://www.polity.org.za/govdocs/policy/grow/ .

Accessed 14 January 2016.

8. REGISTRATION FEES

Conference Fees 

Delegates National delegates 

(Early Bird) R 4800.00 

Late registration R 5200.00 

Student R 3000.00 

http://www.polity.org.za/govdocs/policy/grow/
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9. PAYMENTS OF REGISTRATION FEES

Registration fees are payable through the following banking details:

Name: University of Limpopo 

Reference: R545 (important) 

Bank: Standard Bank 

Account: 030131405 

Branch: Polokwane 

Branch Code: 052548 

NB: Make sure that you state the reference R545 on the deposit slip. Kindly fax or  

email proof of payment to: Ms Angelina Mamabolo; fax: 015 268 3522; tel: 015 268 3157/ 

3655; email: malemela.mamabolo@ul.ac.za  

10. CONFERENCE VENUE:

 University of Stellenbosch, Faculty of Military Science, Saldahna Bay 

11. ACCOMMODATION

Delegates are responsible for arranging and paying for their own accommodation. 

Arrangements can be made directly with the below mentioned contacts. 

Accommodati

on  

Contact 

etails 

Website Email address 

Protea Hotel, 

Saldahna 

022 714 

1264 

http://www.proteahotels.com/ marketing@sbph.co.za 

Blue Bay 

Lodge 

022 714 

1177 

http:/www.blouwaterbaai.com/ http:/www.blouwaterbaai.com/ 

Langebaan 

Lagoon 

Lodge 

022 722 

0218 

http:/www.langebaanlagoonlodg

e.co.za

langebaanlagoon@mtnloaded.

co.za 

mailto:malemela.mamabolo@ul.ac.za
http://www.proteahotels.com/
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11. IMPORTANT DATES

Important Dates 

Submission of Abstracts 31 January 2018 

Submission of Full Papers 31st March 2018 

Submission of Revised Papers 01st  June 2018 

Conference Registration Fees 30th June 2018 

Gala-Dinner 5th   July 2018 

Conference Days 4-6th July 2018

12. CONTACT PERSON

For further details about the conference you can contact: 

Names : Prof Mokoko Sebola 

Tel : 015 268 2641 

Cell   : 082 551 9001/ 0823644536 

Email   : mokoko.sebola@ul.ac.za  

mailto:mokoko.sebola@ul.ac.za
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